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Olson (2000) has recently suggested that since the name Procellaria lugens Kuhl

1820 appears to relate to a misidentified drawing of the Mottled Petrel Pterodroma

inexpecta (Bourne & Elliott 1965), the generic name Lugensa bestowed on the

Kerguelen Petrel, then known as Pterodroma lugens, by Mathews (1942), must also

be invalid. He omitted to mention that when I pointed out some references to him I
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disagreed with this conclusion, since despite the dubious status of the name

Procellaria lugens Kuhl ( 1 820, translated by Grant & Mackworth Praed 1 954), Mathews

(1942, quoted by Olson) also specifically stated that he wished to bestow the generic

name Lugensa on the species "formerly known as Pterodroma brevirostris" , so

clearly this should stand.

In fact, while Kuhl may have included "Procellaria lugens Banks" in the synonymy

of his equally mistaken "Proc. grisea L.", it seems likely that he was actually referring

to one or both of two early specimens of the Kerguelen Petrel that had not yet been

safely lodged in national museums. The type of Procellaria brevirostris Lesson at

the Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris was supplied by Delalande in 1 8 1

9

or 1 820. Since it has bleached feet it seems most likely to have provided the basis for

Kuhl's description which included abnormal pale feet. The other was collected by

Carmichael (1819) on Tristan da Cunha in 1816-17, and was apparently bought by

W.E. Leach under the name Procellaria cinerea at the Bullock sale in 1819 (Sharpe

1 906). It is still in The Natural History Museum, Tring.

It should also be noted that while Stresemann (1953) thought that only the type of

the Tristan Bunting Nesospiza acunhae in Berlin survives from the Carmichael

collection, in addition to this Kerguelen Petrel there is also the type of Fregetta

(tropica) melanoleuca Salvadori (1908, Bourne 2000) in Turin, so it might be worth

looking for other missing specimens.
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